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The Cayuga County Water Quality Management Agency’$/lission

The Cayuga County Water Quality Management Ageldé@K1A) was created by County
Legislative Resolution #445-90 to serve the CayQganty Legislature in meeting its
responsibilities in the management and protectidhedCounty's water resources.

The WQMA advises the Cayuga County Legislature attens related to water resource
management and planning. The WQMA is charged wligtifying problems, proposing
priorities, and promoting the coordination of aitiés in the management and protection of the
County's water resources. More specifically, theray is charged with:

1. Creating and maintaining a comprehensive plannmbi@plementation program for water
quality management in Cayuga County.

2. Coordinating the responsibilities of agencies aatevwshed associations with interest in
water quality management in Cayuga County.

3. Providing greater public input into the processvater quality management and related
programs.

4. Providing an effective public education prograndéwelop public understanding and
support for water quality management in Cayuga Goun
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2016 Cayuga County Water Quality Management AgenciMlembership

Chair: Stephen Lynch
Vice-Chair: Eileen O’Connor

Cayuga County Legislature's Environmental Advisors:
Director of Cayuga County Planning and Economicd&eyment
Director of Cayuga County Environmental Health

Director of Cayuga County Parks and Trails

Director of Cayuga County Soil and Water Conseorabistrict
Cayuga County Solid Waste Management Program Aditnator
Cayuga County Cooperative Extension Executive Dorec

Non-County, Local Officials

Town of Owasco

City of Auburn

Cayuga County Association of Town Supervisors
Cayuga County Association of Villages

Representatives from Waterbody Associations in Cayga County
Cayuga Lake Watershed Network

Central New York Waterways, Inc.

Duck Lake Association

Lake Como Association

Owasco Watershed Lake Association

Skaneateles Lake Association Inc.

Partners
Central New York Regional Planning and Developnizudrd
Finger Lakes Institute at Hobart and William Sntblleges

Stephen Lynch
ile& O'Connor
Qwugkett
Doug Kierst
Bruce Natale
Doug Ververs

Edward Wagner
Seth Jensen
cara
Harry iMen

Jim Young
Carl Wiezalis
Dale Powell
Barb Harvey

Robert Browe

Kathleerr Go

Institute for the Application of Geospatial Techogy at Cayuga Community College, Inc.

Owasco Lake Watershed Management Council

Finger Lakes Partnership for Regional Invasive &seklanagement

Cayuga County Water and Sewer Authority

Staff Support

Michele Wunderlich, Cayuga County Planning and Becoic Development, Associate Planner,

mwunderlich@cayugacounty.u315-253-1107

Monthly Meetings

The Cayuga County WQMA meets on a regular basisherst Thursday of the month
throughout the year at 10 am. All meetings are dgleel for the Natural Resource Center at

7413 County House Road, Auburn unless otherwisedaot
Websites

Cayuga County Water Quality Management Agenayw.cayugacounty.us/wgma

Cayuga County Manure Management Working Group Pdut Action Agenda:

www.cayugacounty.us/manuremanagement
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CAYUGA COUNTY WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT AGENCY
2016 WORK PLAN

COMMUNICATION AND OUTREACH WORKING GROUP

Cayuga County Manure Management Working Group — 14Point Action Agenda ltems
to Address:

ACTION ITEM #8 : Publish quarterly or annual reports and preleases summarizing the
New York State Department of Environmental Consgowarecords relating to complaints
regarding manure activities, sharing the resultsnailysis of New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation complaints conductethbyCounty Planning Department.

» Specific Tasks and Timeline:
» Publish quarterly or annual reports and press sekeaf results of Action Item
#7. Work will be done within 60 days after recatyithe information from
the Cayuga County Department of Planning and Ecanbavelopment.
o Data is currently being collected as Action Item #@Ad this work will be
conducted in 2017.

*» Resources Required:
= Action Item #6: Cayuga County Legislature hassiguest on a monthly
basis, records compiled by the New York State Diepamt of Environmental
Conservation relating to complaints regarding maraativities and the
investigations of them.
o Completed.

= Action Item #7: The Cayuga County Department @inRlng and Economic
Development will need to analyze New York State &&pent of
Environmental Conservation records of complaint$ iamestigations of
manure activities over time to determine if enfoneat activities are: 1)
focused strongly enough on repeat, uncooperatiendérs, 2) adequately
preventing direct, unrestricted access to stregniwdstock, and 3)
conducted in a manner that is uniform and condisteross all watersheds.
o Data is currently being collected and this work Wile conducted in

2017.
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ACTION ITEM #11 : Develop a Request for Proposals from qualifiezfgssionals to

create a branding and communications plan for WQBI&ek funds from educational
foundations and other potential sources to craadaraplement an effective communications
plan.

» Specific Tasks and Timeline:
» Develop Request for Quotes to create a brandingamanunications plan by
May 30, 2016.
o0 "Cayuga County Request for Quotes for preparatioh o
Communications and Branding Plan for the Cayuga Caty Water
Quality Management Agency" draft was sent to they@ga County
WQMA for review on May 4, 2016.

» Release Request for Quotes to create a brandingaanchunications plan by

June 2016.

o "Cayuga County Request for Quotes for preparation o
Communications and Branding Plan for the Cayuga Coty Water
Quality Management Agency" was released in July. pe-submittal
meeting was held July 14, 2016 and quotes were a@uduly 29, 2016
The Request for Quotes was sent to seven PR fiorget an idea of
what activities they suggested to improve the comroations and
branding of the Cayuga County WQMA. Two responsesre received.

» Determine if any Request for Quotes to create ading and communications

plan meets the needs of the WQMA by July 31, 2016.

o The Working Group met to discuss the responsesaaf firms to the
“Cayuga County Request for Quotes for preparatioh o
Communications and Branding Plan for the Cayuga Caty Water
Quality Management Agency.” They decided that tHied the
response that included research and visioning, depenent of a brand
and logo, development of a website, an e-newsldésplate and
marketing campaign. The estimated cost is $10,60825,000.

» Seek funds by October 1, 2016 to create and impiethe communications
plan.

0 An application was submitted to the Emerson Founidat for funding
the preparation of Communications and Branding Pldar the Cayuga
County Water Quality Management Agency.

o On December 19, 2016, a grant for $25,000 was nesgifrom the
Emerson Foundation for the preparation of Communitans and
Branding Plan for the Cayuga County Water Quality &thagement
Agency.
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» Resources Required:
* Funding to create and implement the communicatibas.
o Funding has been found through a grant from the Ems®n
Foundation.

ACTION ITEM #13 : Expand the WQMA Website by adding material owtto recognize
good and bad manure handling practices and efedgtoommunicate the local standards
prepared under Action Item #3 and the New YorkesBepartment of Environmental
Conservation analysis from Action Item #8 in a marthat makes this information
understandable to the widest possible audience.

» Specific Tasks and Timeline:
» Expand the WQMA website after the communicatiors laranding plan is
completed in 2017.
» Add information from Action Item #3 and Action Ite#8 in 2017.

» Resources Required:
* Need Action Item #11 completed first.
o Will be completed in 2017.

» Need Action Item #3 and Action Item #8 completed.
o Will be completed in 2017.
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INVASIVE SPECIES WORKING GROUP

1. PRIORITY: Information dissemination

ACTION: The Working Group will gather and disseminat@infation to the
WQMA and the public on priority species determitgdhe Finger Lakes
Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Managée¢nPRISM) and this
working group.

» Cayuga County Department of Planning and Economie&lopment presented
on the Finger Lakes Partnership for Regional Invas Species Management’'s
(FL-PRISM) priority aquatic invasive species at tidovember 3, 2016 WQMA
meeting.

= Cornell Cooperative Extension of Cayuga County bght new printed
resources to Cayuga County which include:

o

o

o

o

Spotted Wing Drosophila: An invasive in Fruit CropsMichigan State
Extension.

Hemlock Wooly Adelgid — Trouble for Hemlock treedtichigan State
Extension.

Alternatives to Invasive Plants — New York Statddgrated Pest
Management.

Habitattitude: Protect our Environment — Do NOT rease Fish and Aquatic
plants — United States Fish and Wildlife ServicechNational Aquatic
Nuisance Species (ANS) Taskforce.

ACTION: The Working Group will update and maintain they@ga County

WQMA website and promote the Finger Lakes Partnpifgin Regional Invasive

Species Management (FL-PRISM) website.

» Cayuga County Department of Planning and Economielopment updates
the website and promotes the Finger Lakes Partnépsior Regional Invasive
Species Management (FL-PRISM) website.

2. PRIORITY: Inventory and field reconnaissance of irvasive species in Cayuga

County:

ACTION: The Working Group will survey for existing targgiecies infestations.

» Cayuga County Planning assisted the Finger Lakesfharship for Regional
Invasive Species Management (FL-PRISM) in the suyvaf water chestnut
populations in Seneca River near Howland’s Islanditle Sodus Bay and
Sterling Creek as part of the Finger Lakes Instigis Water Chestnut Control
Program funded through the Environmental Protectiohgency’s Great Lakes
Research Initiative.
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ACTION: The Working Group will conduct Asian clam divimyentory surveys in

Owasco Lake to determine the population and effentiss of control methods.

= Asian clam survey conducted on July 27, 2016. CggCounty Department of
Planning and Economic Development wrote the surveport and presented it
to the WQMA and Owasco Lake Watershed Managemenird.

ACTION: The Working Group will conduct field reconnaissarof areas suspected

of having a new invasive species population.

= Cayuga County Department of Planning and Economie&lopment checked
the Village of Cayuga and the Village of Union Spgs boat launches and
adjacent areas for hydrilla in October.

3. PRIORITY: Education, training and public participa tion

ACTION: The Working Group will work with the PRISM to maxze resource and

will provide educational materials and training gma@ms on the priority species of

concern to WQMA members, lake Associations, nuesernarinas and boat

launches, fishing bait sellers and users, aquaselfars and users, sport and outdoor

shops, and other citizen groups.

= Cayuga County Department of Planning and Economielopment provided
training on invasive species at Wells College astjd New York State Invasive
Species Week.

» Cayuga County Department of Planning and Economielopment provided
invasive species education at Conservation FieldyPand at Camp Rotary.

» Cayuga County Department of Planning and Economielopment provided
information on hydrilla for the Village of Cayuga’'siewsletter.

» Cayuga County Department of Planning and Economielopment
participated in two Hydrilla Hunts where resident®uld bring samples of
plants to a collection station for identificatiomiOctober.

ACTION: The Working Group will prepare and publish twmEGlk articles per
year on invasive species. We exceeded this awafitbnfive Eco Talks as follows:
= Cornell Cooperative Extension of Cayuga County wean Eco Talk article
that was published in The Citizen on February 19156: “No better time than

now to spot hemlock wooly adelgid.”

» Cornell Cooperative Extension of Cayuga County wean Eco Talk article
that was published in The Citizen on April 21, 2Q1%low to lower the emerald
ash borer's continued threat.”

= Cornell Cooperative Extension of Cayuga County we@n Eco Talk article
that was published in The Citizen on July 15, 2018vVhat to know about
Invasive Species Week”

» Cornell Cooperative Extension of Cayuga County wean Eco Talk article
that was published in The Citizen on July 28, 20184ow invasive species
harm Owasco Lake.”
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= Cornell Cooperative Extension of Cayuga County we@n Eco Talk article
that was published in The Citizen on September 2916: “What you can do to
stop invasive species.”

ACTION: The Working Group will invite other stakeholdersd partners to
activities sponsored by the WQMA and its membeds@artners including March to
Lake Day, Owasco Lake Day, invasive species wonslamd watershed steward
events.

» The WQMA co-sponsored March to Lake Day and Owakette Day.

» The WQMA invited stakeholders and partners to Fimgeakes Partnership for
Invasive Species Management (FL-PRISM) meetings amarkshops, New
York State Invasive Species Week activities, iMagsive trainings, watercraft
inspection steward program leader workshops, ankestinvasive species
training and activities.

4. PRIORITY: Invasive species control

ACTION: The Working Group will support existing invasispecies control
programs including the County’s aquatic harvespirmgram and will assist as able
in other control programs.

» Cayuga County Department of Planning and Economieilopment
participated in a water chestnut hand pulling in ¢hHowland Island area as
part of the Finger Lakes Institute’s Water Chestn@ontrol Program funded
through the Environmental Protection Agency’s Grehtkes Research
Initiative.

» Cornell Cooperative Extension of Cayuga County isnking with the Finger
Lakes Partnership for Regional Invasive Species M@gement on the eastern
shore Cayuga Lake Hydrilla Response Plan.
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NUTRIENT WORKING GROUP

Cayuga County Manure Management Working Group — 14Point Action Agenda ltems

to Address:

ACTION ITEM #1: Analyze the results of a literature search recamtlyertaken as part of
the Cayuga Lake Watershed Plan Update Projecetdifgl priority nutrient management
research needs; Continually update the literateaech and the analysis and distribute the
results of the analysis in periodic reports; Meghwepresentatives of universities and other
research institutions and organizations to ideraifgl endorse proposals that address the
priority needs and to assist in the creation @tetyic, cooperative research partnerships.

» Specific Tasks and Timeline:

Approved 2/2/2017

Identify information needs regarding effective merit management practices
(by 7/30/2016) - Nutrient Working Group.
o Completed and attached as Appendix A.

Contact researchers involved with the Cayuga La&gept to obtain
information from their recent literature search atiger studies (by 9/1/2016)
- Nutrient Working Group.

o The information is not yet available from the resehers.

Identify gaps in information about nutrient loadifly 10/1/2016) - Nutrient

Working Group.

o Will be completed once information from Cayuga Lakeoject is
available.

Meet with researchers/scientists to discuss resawreds (by 2/1/2017) -

Nutrient Working Group.

0 RIT’s Venture Creations Incubator has reached ot Cayuga County
officials to partner with a pilot project to demotrate the removal of
phosphorus from biodigester effluent produced in ¥iaga County and
further process the resulting material into markeike organic products.
Further outreach to researchers will take place 2017.
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ACTION ITEM #3: Direct the WQMA to expand the membership of onésoivorking
groups to insure greater participation and inpamnfithe agricultural community and assign
that working group the tasks of reviewing existgtgndards for manure management
(including the NRCS Code 590 Standard) and devetpits own set of locally appropriate
standards addressing issues and practices.

» Specific Tasks and Timeline:
» |dentify strategy for engaging agricultural comntyrfincludes identifying
possible ag advisors/partners to the Working Groupy 6/30/2016) -
Manure Management Group.

o The working group reached out to a number of farnserequesting their
assistance in reviewing manure management practifisthe County to
promote. Ten farmers agreed to participate.

» Review Code 590 to develop an interpretation oflgnce (by 2/1/2017) -
Nutrient Working Group.
o Completed.

» Create a list of key elements from existing stadg@nd guidelines to
promote (by 2/1/2017) — Nutrient Working Group.
o Is on schedule to be completed in February 2017.

ACTION ITEM #4: Determine what field conditions must exist and wihanhagement
practices must be followed in order for manure mgibn on frozen, snow covered and/or
saturated soil to be considered acceptable; Sega&eaand guidance on this issue from
representatives of the Natural Resources Consenvaervice (NRCS), The New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation, Cornelivdrsity; In discussing standards for
application on saturated soil, address issuesnglad the Code 590 Standard.

» Specific Tasks and Timeline:
» Create a list of questions regarding appropriaiel ftonditions that must exist
in order for farmers to be able to spread manuriazen, snow covered
and/or saturated (by 10/1/2016) - Nutrient Work@gup.

o Alist of questions was sent to Jackie Lendrum ofW York State
Department of Environmental Conservation.

» Set up meetings with DEC, NRCS, and Cornell totereancrete
interpretation (by 11/1/2016) - Nutrient Workingdap.
o New York State Department of Environmental Consetiea, in
consultation with Natural Resource Conservation Sare, ProDairy,

and New York State Ag and Markets, responded todhestions in
writing.
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Other Priorities
PRIORITY: Septic Systems (includes holding tanks)

ACTION: Inspect properties in Tompkins and Onondaga Gesiint search of problem

septic systems — Owasco Lake Watershed Inspectagrdm

» Watershed Inspectors began inspecting propertie§ ampkins County for problem
septic systems.

ACTION: Review websites advertising weekly or shortemtezntals around Owasco
Lake and visit those properties more frequentlyrduthe summer — Owasco Lake
Watershed Inspection Program.

= Completed

ACTION: Deliver “Welcome packages” to new homeowners aboaper septic system

maintenance — Owasco Lake Watershed Inspectiordmd@wasco Watershed Lake

Association, Duck Lake Association, and Lake Conssdciation.

» Brochures and magnets with the Owasco Lake Watetshespection Program
information sent to landlords who rent properties dthe Owasco Lake shoreline.

ACTION: Establish a set of criteria for municipal offisid use when considering
extending public sewersCayuga County Department of Planning and Economic
Development

ACTION: Research alternative septic systems that majt iesmproved operation —
Cayuga County Health Department.
* Ongoing.
PRIORITY: Waterfowl
ACTION: Research the effectiveness of light reflectingrps at the park to discourage

waterfowl — Owasco Lake Watershed Inspection Pragra
» Prisms were purchased with grant funds and installat Emerson Park.

PRIORITY: Stormwater

ACTION: Install medallions on storm drains—Owasco Lakdafshed Inspection

Program.
= Medallions were installed in the Village of Moraviand the Towns of Owasco and
Locke.

ACTION: Encourage the installation of medallions on stdrains - Association of
Villages, Association of Towns, and the Cayuga Gprepartment of Planning and
Economic Development.
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ACTION: Encourage stream corridor protection by propeviyers — Owasco
Watershed Lake Association, Cayuga County Soil\&iater Conservation District, and
the Owasco Lake Watershed Inspection Program.

» Cayuga County Soil and Water Conservation Distrigtaff assisted three
municipalities and eight property owners with tedleal assistance and permit
guidance associated with streambank and shorelimetection. Of these, seven
were in the Owasco Lake Watershed, one in the L&kgario Watershed, two in
the Cayuga Lake Watershed and one in the Seneca&RWatershed.

» The Cayuga County Soil and Water Conservation Distrassisted with the
implementation of 220 feet of streambank stabilipet in the Seneca River
watershed and 110 feet in the Owasco Lake Watershed

ACTION: Investigate which County properties might be glmmétions for permeable

pavements based upon soils — Cayuga County Departoh®lanning and Economic

Development.

» Cayuga County Department of Planning and Economielopment and Parks
and Trails investigated the feasibility of permealppavement at Emerson Park.

ACTION: Encourage the installation of permeable pavemwete possible — Cayuga
County Department of Planning and Economic Develemimand Cayuga County Parks
and Trails.
» The Owasco Flats Wetland Restoration and Riparianfirs Initiative Project
plan proposes a mesh reinforced type permeablemagystem instead of the gravel
road first laid out by the consultant.

ACTION: Identify densely populated areas that contrilstbemwater runoff and
promote practices that can reduce direct conveatocthe lake and/or streams — Cayuga
County Department of Planning and Economic DevelemimCornell Cooperative
Extension of Cayuga County, Central New York Regld?lanning Board, Association
of Villages, Association of Towns, and the Owasedé Watershed Inspection Program.
» Cayuga County Department of Planning and Economielopment staff
presented information on erosion, sediment contstbrmwater practices to towns
and villages officials in the Owasco Lake Watershed

PRIORITY: Pet Waste

ACTION: Improve education regarding proper handling afvpeste — Cornell

Cooperative Extension of Cayuga County, Watershegdction Program, Duck Lake

Association, Owasco Watershed Lake Association,Gandiga County Parks and Trails.

» Pet waste brochures were provided by the WQMA ® [Ehuck Lake Association.

= Cornell Cooperative Extension of Cayuga County pid&s information on pet care
& proper disposal of pet waste to the public thro@ Obedience Classes and dog
judging events. There was a 6 week dog class inrgp2016 and a dog show at the
Remember Big Six Picnic. Emerson Park animal wagptdicies were in place and
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followed by pet owners during the entire event. Allimal waste from the Big Six
Picnic was placed into roll-off units and transpa@tl off-site for composting.

ACTION: Encourage municipalities to install pet wasteeptacles in public parks and
trails — Parks, Association of Villages, Associatmf Towns, and the Cayuga County
Department of Planning and Economic Development.

PRIORITY: Golf Courses

ACTION: Evaluate nutrient management plans and drainagelfocourses — Cayuga

County Soil and Water Conservation District.

» As aresult of the County’s concerted focus on maaumanagement, the Cayuga
County Soil and Water Conservation District did nlodve any resources available
to compete this task in 2016.

PRIORITY: Lawn Care

ACTION: Publish and distribute information regarding lia@ on phosphorus in lawn

fertilizer and appropriate ways to manage lawn astCornell Cooperative Extension of

Cayuga County and the Owasco Watershed Lake Adsotia

» The Owasco Lake Watershed Inspection Program preda link to the New York
State Department of Environmental Conservation wigdsbout the zero-
phosphorus fertilizer law and water quality protémh on the Owasco Lake
Watershed Inspection Program Facebook page.

» Cornell Cooperative Extension of Cayuga County MasGardeners provide fact
sheets and resources on lawn fertilizing and yardste to home owners and clients
seeking assistance from them.

ACTION: Reach out to home and garden stores regardiim@asformation of

phosphorus law — Cornell Cooperative Extensionafuga County.

» Cornell Cooperative Extension of Cayuga County redped a series of factsheets
in 2016 including ones on soil testing and the uskezero P fertilizers. These were
shared by their Master Gardeners as handouts anghalic events such as VaVa
Bloom.

PRIORITY: Burning

ACTION: Publish and distribute information regarding baokl burning laws and

proper disposal of ash — Cornell Cooperative Extensf Cayuga County, Owasco

Watershed Lake Association, and the Owasco Lakeitaéd Inspection Program.

= Owasco Lake Watershed Inspectors worked with hommeens to get ash off the
shoreline of Owasco Lake.

» Cornell Cooperative Extension of Cayuga County Agfé and Master Gardeners
provide information on open burning bans and seasdwlates. During Drought
conditions extra burn warnings were provided viagtiNortheast Drought Network
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monitoring, which included New York State Departntest Environmental
Conservation, New York State Office of Parks Redrea and Historic
Preservation and New York State Department of Emvimental Conservation
Officers.

PRIORITY: Deer Carcasses

ACTION: Provide education regarding proper disposal ef darcasses — Cornell
Cooperative Extension of Cayuga County and the ©avaake Watershed Inspection
Program.

= Article in The Citizen on December 22, 2016 “Owadospectors: Don't discard
deer carcasses in streams.”

» Owasco Lake Watershed Inspectors placed signs gaarthat have seen dumping
of deer carcasses.

» Cornell Cooperative Extension of Cayuga County rexgtied that deer disposal
educational posters be displayed by New York SEpartment of Environmental
Conservation License Sales locations. New Yorkt&taepartment of
Environmental Conservation Region 8 Cortland and @eal Office in Albany both
confirmed that deer disposal educational postersiiconot be requested to be
displayed by New York State Department of Enviromte¢ Conservation License
Sales locations.

ACTION: Provide guidance and referrals on wildlife matyatomposting to highway

and DPW departments - Cornell Cooperative Extensiddayuga County.

» Wildlife mortality composting education for highwagepartments is provided from
the Cornell Local Roads program as well as the Watanagement Institute both
based at Cornell. Cornell Cooperative Extension@dyuga County hosted two
Local Roads Program meetings in 2016.

PRIORITY: Agriculture

ACTION: Encourage the New York State Department of Emvirental Conservation
to increase the frequency of inspections of CouffiAeimal Feeding Operations
(CAFOs) — Cayuga County WQMA.

ACTION: Encourage farmers to establish or update theiremi management plans
and to allow the Cayuga County Soil and Water Cavag®n District to review them -
Cayuga County Soil and Water Conservation Distant] the Owasco Lake Watershed
Inspection Program.

» The Cayuga County Soil and Water Conservation Distiheld several workshops
that focused on nutrient management planning.

» Cayuga County Soil and Water Conservation Distrigtaff provided technical
review and assistance to thirteen agricultural opéons with respect to their
nutrient management plans. Of these, seven weréhimn Cayuga Lake Watershed,
five in the Owasco Lake Watershed and one in the&m River Watershed.
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ACTION: Create a network between farmers and gardeneryswaly need fertilizer —

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Cayuga County.

» Cornell Cooperative Extension of Cayuga County redped a series of factsheets
in 2016 including soil testing and the use of zdpdertilizers. These were shared by
their Master Gardeners as handouts and at publieats such as VA VA Bloom.

= A joint Manure handling Workshop was held at the @aga County Soil and Water
Conservation District on Feb 24th. Partners includdNew York State Department
of Environmental Conservation, Pro-Dairy, Cayuga Goty Soil and Water
Conservation District and Cornell Cooperative Ext@on of Cayuga County.

ACTION: Identify critical areas and encourage the useéafservation Easements,
Finger Lakes Land Trust, New York State Agricultueend Trust and American
Farmland Trust — Cayuga County Department of Ple;mand Economic Development
and Cornell Cooperative Extension of Cayuga County.

» The Cayuga County Department of Planning and Econicrbevelopment discussed
possible project areas for conservation easementaaguisition with the Finger
Lakes Land Trust.

» The Cayuga County Department of Planning and Econierbevelopment assisted
the Finger Lakes Land Trust in their work on a coasvation easement on a parcel
on the northeast corner of Owasco Flats.

» A Soil Heath Workshop was held on December 14, 281 €ornell Cooperative
Extension of Cayuga County. Included were discussmn cover crops,
conservation innovation grants, interseeding anddreced till management.
Presenters included Northern New York Cornell Agata, Morrisville State
College, Natural Resource Conservation Service, @ Cooperative Extension of
Delaware County, Cornell — Soil Health Lab, and Am@an Farmland Trust.

ACTION: Identify farms where cows have access to streamsler to enforce existing
regulations that prohibit this practice— Owascod &katershed Inspection Program.

PRIORITY: All Areas

ACTION: Encourage the New York State Department of Emvitental Conservation
to include environmental projects as part of anygitees issued — Cayuga County
WQMA.

ACTION: Investigate the feasibility of providing incergs/to landowners who install

and maintain buffers — Cayuga County Soil and Watarservation District and the

Owasco Watershed Lake Association.

= Cornell Cooperative Extension of Cayuga County AteA Mailing “Farmers
Guide to help Organic Producer’s apply for Buffenitiative — June 2016".

= The Cayuga County Soil and Water Conservation Distidirected interested
landowners to existing programs available throughet Federal Government that
assist landowners with buffers.
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ACTION: Develop a monitoring plan for drain tile discharg Owasco Lake Watershed
Inspection Program, Cayuga County Soil and Waters€rvation District, Cayuga County
Health Department, and the Cayuga County DepartofdPtanning and Economic
Development.

The WQMA sent a letter requesting that the NatufRRésources Conservation
Service (NRCS) analyze the viability of installimglves at the end of tile lines, and
if viable, incorporate these valves into new prdgéunded by the NRCS.
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SEDIMENT WORKING GROUP

Cayuga County Manure Management Working Group — 14Point Action Agenda ltems

to Address:

ACTION ITEM #5: Craft and implement a program promoting: (1) thedloStandards
established by the Nutrient Working Group underdtcttem #3; and (2) Local Standards for
Sediment Control/Best Practices prepared by thenged Working Group (in a manner
similar to Action Item #3 prepared by Nutrient Wioidk Group).

» Specific Tasks and Timeline:
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Provide a brief explanation of a watershed conaedthow sediment travels

through and impacts the system (by 8/2016).

o0 A watershed definition and sediment movement dggmn has been
drafted.

Identify potential areas of high resource concé¢oys//2016).

o Several maps have been created as a starting pafievaluating the
potential resource concerns. We are in the procetdetermining their
usefulness.

Explore the feasibility to develop a case studg particular sub-watershed to
collect information that can be utilized as a polesmodel in other areas (by
12/2016)

o0 The group evaluated several possibilitiesexfactly how this may be able
to be executed. Additional discussion needs teetplace. Variables
such as costs of planning and implementation of besmnagement
practices (BMPs) will affect the degree of implenigry the case study.

Evaluate the current list of Best Management Retast{BMPs) that are
available and create a list of BMPs standards pedifications to promote
(by 5/2017).

o Work is ongoing with regards to the best managempractices (BMPS).
Each situation is unique and may take several BM#@saccomplish a
desired outcome. There are concerns that promotaigmited list will
encourage individuals to consider only the listed/Bs over potentially
more beneficial BMPs.
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= Develop a list of potential funding sources for th&allation of best
management practices (BMPs) (by 9/2016).

(0]

Sources of funding for the planning and implementan of beneficial
best management practices (BMPs) may include Fetlé8sate and
Private Sources. Including, but not limited to USBNatural Resource
Conservation Service Programs such as Environmer@alality
Incentives Program (EQIP), Conservation Stewardsli#pogram (CSP),
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP)WNéork State
funding programs such as Agricultural Non-point Sece Abatement
and Control Program, Water Quality Improvement Pegjt Program
(WQIP), Great Lakes Sediment and Nutrient ReductiBnogram and
private donations and local grant opportunities.

ACTION ITEM #12: Seek sponsorship for and convene well-publicizediahconferences
and other forums that focus on water quality anstasnable agriculture. Submit material
highlighting issues relating to water quality andtainable agriculture to agencies that publish
newsletters containing information on such topidhis Action Item will also require the
participation and coordination from the Communigasi & Outreach Working Group.

» Specific Tasks and Timeline:
= Create and promote potential opportunities to eaglag public, including the
agricultural community, to discuss and highlighdsgon and sediment control

practices (by 8/2016).

(0]

(0]
0]

Approved 2/2/2017

The Cayuga County Soil and Water Conservation Distiheld a
Conservation Bus tour.

An on-farm "Dairy at Dusk" tour was held on a locaDairy operation.
The Cayuga County Soil and Water Conservation Disticompleted a
presentation on Agricultural best management praes (BMPs) at
Owasco Lake Day.

A soil health workshop is currently being planned.

A meeting was held to discuss the Agricultural Erammental
Management (AEM) program in Cayuga County.

Projects highlighting important best management jgteces (BMPS)
work have been submitted and published by The €itinewspaper.
Eleven New York State Department of EnvironmentadriServation
Endorsed 4 hour Erosion and Sediment Control Tramng for
Contractors have been held by the Cayuga Countyl &od Water
Conservation District Staff.

A training that focused on erosion and sediment ¢ techniques was
held specifically for County and Town highway perstel.

Several additional opportunities have been iderddi
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= |dentify specific types of events that are neeadeprbmote best management
practices (BMPs) that protect water quality andagrtle sustainable

agriculture (by 8/2016).

o0 The Cayuga County Soil and Water Conservation Distiplans on
holding a conservation bus tour, cover crop workghand Agricultural
Environmental Management (AEM) planning meeting.

0 A subsurface drainage treatment best managementcpces (BMPSs)
demonstration project would be beneficial.

o Proper streambank and shoreline stabilization meessiworkshops are
needed.

o0 A workshop on proper check dam implementation forgHway
Departments is needed.

o To determine how many events are able to be heldkeisendent upon
funding availability.

» |dentify sources and seek funding opportunitieBelp offset the costs to
conduct conferences, forums, and demonstratioriraimdng events (by
5/2017).

o Possible sources of funding to assist with the cdetipn of education
events include County and local municipalities, @@l Cooperative
Extension, the Agricultural Environmental ManagemerAEM)
Program, Local donations/partners, New York Statefartment of
Environmental Conservation, and other State/Fedepartners.
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APPENDIX A

WQMA Nutrient Group
August 1, 2016

Recommended Topics for Future Research
1. Investigation of drain tile treatment systems.

2. Investigation of technologies for extractingrarits (especially phosphorus) from
manure so that they can be used more effectively.

3. The effectiveness of application of nutrientgtowing crops using new technologies,
with a focus on utilizing liquid manure as the smmur

4. Quantification of nutrient loading reductionsuking from various nutrient management
practices.

5. Assessment of the extent to which cows are geavaccess to streams in Cayuga
County.
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